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“I really appreciate the abundance of ideas for 
teaching ELLs that I learned in this course. There were 
so many techniques and ideas shared, and I feel as if I 

have a toolbox to use in my classroom.” 

Modifying instruction and curriculum to support every 
student and create an environment where every child has 
an opportunity to succeed can be a challenge. This course 
is brimming with ideas and strategies to help you maximize 
instruction and cater to the individual needs of each 
learner. 

Teachers taking this course tell us they are more prepared 
to manage in their multicultural classrooms. They better 
understand the influence culture has on the learning of a 
child. This course enhances knowledge in the process of 
second language acquisition, including strategies to 
promote effective interaction between ELL students and 
their classmates as well as approaches for adapting and 
modifying material to suit the learning needs of the ELLs and ESLs. 

Delve into a close-up look at working with students and families who speak a different language. The third 
section of this course introduces the Spanish language, phrases and tips regarding culture and tools for 
engaging families. 

Standards:  

This course aligns to all of the INTASC Standards including Learner Development, Learning Differences, 

Learning Environments, Content Knowledge, Application of Content, Assessment, Planning for Instruction and 

Instructional Strategies. 

It also aligns to all of the McRel Teacher Evaluation Standards including Teacher Leadership, Diverse Learners, 

Teachers Know Content, Teachers Facilitate Learning and Teachers Analyze and Reflect. 

  Each online self-study course from Professional Learning Board includes: 

• Convenient access anytime, anywhere, any device  

• Interactive online textbook 

• Implement practical resources and tools in your classroom 

• Demonstrate comprehension with quizzes and checks for understanding 

• Align with your Professional Learning Plan 

• Print, email and save your Certificates of Completion 
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Course Outline 

SECTION A: English Language Learners in the Classroom 
 
LESSON 1: Welcoming English Language Learners 

▪ Create an environment of acceptance 

▪ Understand the backgrounds of English Language Learners 

▪ Establishing an open channel of communication with parents 
 
LESSON 2: Accommodating a New Culture 

▪ Identify the educational needs of English Language Learners 

▪ Avoiding assumptions 

▪ Conversational and cross-cultural skills 

▪ Comparing cultures and value systems 
 

LESSON 3: Collaboration and Connection 

▪ Approaches for mainstream teachers to effectively serve English Language Learners 

▪ The Sheltered Instruction (SI) model 

▪ Four language skill areas 
 
LESSON 4: Curriculum and Lessons 

▪ Engaging students in “higher order thinking skills” (HOTS) 

▪ Methods of simplification and expansion 
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Course Outline 

SECTION B: Language Acquisition 
 
LESSON 1: Introduction to Language Acquisition 

▪ Considering how language is acquired 

▪ Distinction between learning and acquiring a language 

▪ Rules of Language 

▪ Two types of language acquisition -Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills (BICS) and 
Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP); and their classroom implications 

▪ The meanings and need for Comprehensible Input and Interactionism in the classroom 

▪ Age related considerations in the acquisition of a language and related pronunciations 
 

LESSON 2: The Acquisition Process 

▪ The stages of language acquisition and the characteristics, duration and strategies of each; The 
Silent Period, Early Production, Speech Emergence, Intermediate Proficiency, Advanced 
Proficiency 

▪ Reception and production of oral language vs. reception and production of written language 

▪ Reciprocity between oral skills and written skills in second languages 
 

LESSON 3: Literacy Skills - Reading 

▪ Why Literacy skills are essential to school success 

▪ "Balanced Literacy" approach and its principles 

▪ Choosing appropriate texts 

▪ The Language Experience Approach for early reading development with first Language 
Learners 

▪ Context-based activities that can be used with emergent readers in diverse classrooms 

▪ Top-down approaches to reading and phonics for a balanced literacy program 
 

LESSON 4: Writing and Dialogue 

▪ Shared or modeled writing to benefit writers at early stages 

▪ Free writing vs. a structured writing approach, and using a balanced approach of both 

▪ Dialogue journals, to foster on going written conversation between two students or between the 
teacher and a student 

▪ Process writing stages – Prewriting, Drafting, Peer Review, Revising and Publishing 

▪ Using Instructional Conversation (IC) effectively and ensuring authenticity 

 



 

  
Assistive Communication for Every Classroom 

         4 of 4 RenewATeachingLicense.com  

 ONLINE: ELL & ESL Instructional Strategies 

© Professional Learning Board®, a service of The Learning Factory LLC 

 

 

Course Outline 

SECTION C: Spanish for Educators 
 
LESSON 1: Introduction 

▪ Exploring the similarities and differences between English and Spanish, including word origins, 
grammar, pronunciation, and so on. 

▪ Understanding and practicing the composition of the Spanish alphabets and the pronunciations 
for each. 

▪ Learning sounds that, though eliminated from the alphabet, are still crucial to knowing the 
Spanish language. 

▪ Examine the intricacies of Spanish syllables and cultural trends for names. 
 
LESSON 2: Greetings 

▪ Learning common Spanish greetings for situations teachers are likely to encounter, and the right 
occasion to use them. 

▪ Effective ways to give instructions and appropriate responses. 

▪ Typical cultural phrases to wish people well in different circumstances. 
 
LESSON 3: Classroom Environment 

▪ Using Spanish phrases, key words and comments successfully in the classroom to benefit 
students’ behavior and overall responses. 

▪ Identifying practical situations to practice the phrases learned outside the classroom. 

▪ Exploring common mistakes native English speakers are likely to make while learning Spanish, 
and how to avoid making them. 

▪ Gaining an overview of Spanish slang in order to minimize classroom disruptions. 
 
LESSON 4: Parent Partnerships and Communications 

▪ Learning how to use a ‘call script’ to speak to parents on the telephone, and situations where 
this is useful. 

▪ Useful tips on how to prepare for conferences with parents. 

▪ Quick question words to have on hand that could be useful while directing conversations outside 
the classroom. 

 


