ONLINE: Formative Assessment
“Finally, formative assessments are easily explained.
Thank you.
Your information on rubrics was amazing.”
– Lisa L.
Three years ago Brian Creasman became principal of a
“low performing” high school and was confronted with
these two questions. A high school classified as “low
performing” obviously is not a title any teacher,
administrator, student or parent wants for their school.
Out of everything (curriculum alignment, effective
instructional strategies, etc.) Mr. Creasman learned that
for an assessment to be effective, it should also be
formative. Keep in mind that effective formative
assessments result in instruction that meets the needs of
each student. Formative assessments allow teachers to
respond to the needs of the student quickly, however more
importantly it allows the student to shape instruction. The
formative assessment program there continues and is constantly changing for the better.
Take the next step. Learn about and implement formative assessments in your school to discover and
demonstrate for yourself, your students and your community what happens when a school moves in this
direction and you know students are truly learning.
Standards:
This course aligns to all of the INTASC Standards including Learner Development, Learning Differences,
Learning Environments, Content Knowledge, Application of Content, Assessment, Planning for Instruction and
Instructional Strategies.
It also aligns to all of the McRel Teacher Evaluation Standards including Teacher Leadership, Diverse
Learners, Teachers Know Content, Teachers Facilitate Learning and Teachers Analyze and Reflect.
Each online self-study course from Professional Learning Board includes:







Convenient access anytime, anywhere, any device
Interactive online textbook
Implement practical resources and tools in your classroom
Demonstrate comprehension with quizzes and checks for understanding
Align with your Professional Learning Plan
Print, email and save your Certificates of Completion
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Course Outline
LESSON 1: The Essentials





Concepts behind and purpose of Formative Assessment
Practical strategies that may be used to implement formative assessment
Commonly used formative assessments, including teacher observation, questioning, rubrics,
essays and peer assessment
Benefits of each strategy and how they can be used effectively

LESSON 2: Nuts and Bolts





The process of formative assessment
Concepts behind goal mastery
The importance of feedback, reports, visual depiction and celebration in formative assessment
Designing lesson plans that integrate formative assessment

LESSON 3: Making Connections



The role of assessment in standards-based education
Formative and summative assessments, and the difference between the two
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