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“I appreciated the flexibility and content that was 
taught throughout this class.” 

- Kamel H. 

Diversity is becoming a very real issue in our classrooms 
today. We have an increasing number of learning styles 
and students coming from different cultural backgrounds. 
Reaching Diverse Learners is an integrated course 
brimming with ideas and strategies to help educators 
maximize abilities and cater to the individual needs of 
every student. 

English Language Learners in the Classroom and 
Language Acquisition, prepare teachers for the 
multicultural classroom. This section helps educators 
understand the influence second language acquisition has 
on learning. By introducing instructional strategies to 
promote effective interaction between ELL students and 
their classmates, and approaches for adapting and 
modifying material to suit the learning needs of the ELL’s, 
students thrive. 

Classroom Management for Positive Behaviors, suggests how expected behaviors within a classroom 
should be taught through consistent responses and positive reinforcement. This section is full of practical ideas 
and techniques that help teachers manage a classroom more effectively. 

Standards:  

This course aligns to all of the INTASC Standards including Learner Development, Learning Differences, 

Learning Environments, Content Knowledge, Application of Content, Assessment, Planning for Instruction and 

Instructional Strategies. 

It also aligns to all of the McRel Teacher Evaluation Standards including Teacher Leadership, Diverse Learners, 

Teachers Know Content, Teachers Facilitate Learning and Teachers Analyze and Reflect. 

  Each online graduate PD course includes: 

• Convenient access anytime, anywhere, any device  

• Interactive online textbook 

• Implement practical resources and tools in your classroom 

• Demonstrate comprehension with quizzes and checks for understanding 

• Align with your Professional Learning Plan 

• Course Action Plan  

• Official Transcript from regionally accredited university 
•  
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Course Outline 

SECTION A: English Language Learners in the Classroom 
 
LESSON 1: Welcoming English Language Learners 

▪ Create an environment of acceptance 

▪ Understand the backgrounds of English Language Learners 

▪ Establishing an open channel of communication with parents 
 
LESSON 2: Accommodating a New Culture 

▪ Identify the educational needs of English Language Learners 

▪ Avoiding assumptions 

▪ Conversational and cross-cultural skills 

▪ Comparing cultures and value systems 
 

LESSON 3: Collaboration and Connection 

▪ Approaches for mainstream teachers to effectively serve English Language Learners 

▪ The Sheltered Instruction (SI) model 

▪ Four language skill areas 
 
LESSON 4: Curriculum and Lessons 

▪ Engaging students in “higher order thinking skills” (HOTS) 

▪ Methods of simplification and expansion 
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Course Outline 

SECTION B: Language Acquisition 
 
LESSON 1: Introduction to Language Acquisition 

▪ Considering how language is acquired 

▪ Distinction between learning and acquiring a language 

▪ Rules of Language 

▪ Two types of language acquisition -Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills (BICS) and 
Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP); and their classroom implications 

▪ The meanings and need for Comprehensible Input and Interactionism in the classroom 

▪ Age related considerations in the acquisition of a language and related pronunciations 
 

LESSON 2: The Acquisition Process 

▪ The stages of language acquisition and the characteristics, duration and strategies of each; The 
Silent Period, Early Production, Speech Emergence, Intermediate Proficiency, Advanced 
Proficiency 

▪ Reception and production of oral language vs. reception and production of written language 

▪ Reciprocity between oral skills and written skills in second languages 
 

LESSON 3: Literacy Skills - Reading 

▪ Why Literacy skills are essential to school success 

▪ "Balanced Literacy" approach and its principles 

▪ Choosing appropriate texts 

▪ The Language Experience Approach for early reading development with first Language 
Learners 

▪ Context-based activities that can be used with emergent readers in diverse classrooms 

▪ Top-down approaches to reading and phonics for a balanced literacy program 
 

LESSON 4: Writing and Dialogue 

▪ Shared or modeled writing to benefit writers at early stages 

▪ Free writing vs. a structured writing approach, and using a balanced approach of both 

▪ Dialogue journals, to foster on going written conversation between two students or between the 
teacher and a student 

▪ Process writing stages – Prewriting, Drafting, Peer Review, Revising and Publishing 

▪ Using Instructional Conversation (IC) effectively and ensuring authenticity 
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Course Outline 

SECTION C: Classroom Management for Positive Behaviors 
 
LESSON 1: A Positive Classroom Climate 

▪ Understanding positive behavior, and the need to teach it 

▪ Behavior management, and promoting positive expectations 

▪ Six-step guide to implementing PBIS in schools 

▪ Classroom strategies for enhancing positive behaviors 

▪ Strategies to resolving behavioral incidents, and student specific interventions 

▪ Introducing the PBIS three-tiered framework 
 
LESSON 2: Primary Prevention 

▪ Primary prevention and the use of positive approaches 

▪ Understanding the principles that govern the implementation of Positive Behavior Management  

▪ Eight-step guide to implementing primary prevention in schools 

▪ School-wide behavior management strategies 

▪ The need for involving parents and understanding their role 
 
LESSON 3: Secondary Prevention 

▪ Understanding Secondary Prevention  

▪ Key features of Tier 2 implementation and the student selection 

▪ Understanding Functional Behavior Assessment 

▪ Six-step guide to implementing the secondary prevention in school 

▪ Practical examples of Tier 2 interventions 
 
LESSON 4: Tertiary Prevention 

▪ Understanding tertiary prevention 

▪ Key features of Tier 3 implementation 

▪ Five-step guide to implementing Tier 3 interventions 

▪ Assessment of PBIS with surveys, evaluations, and interventions 

▪ School-Wide Information System (SWIS) and apps that aid it 

▪ Tier 3 positive behavior support plan 
 


